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Ramsey County SCD programs are available to all residence of Ramsey County regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national 
origin, age, sexual orientation, mental or physical handicap. “The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits  

discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, 
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal , or 
because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 

programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of  

discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or 
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). RCSCD is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 

 

 
ADVANTAGES OF ADDING  
RADISHES TO YOUR COVER 

CROP MIX 
 

Radishes are a cover crop that 

offers much potential to your  

operation. Using radishes with 

corn and soybeans can be limited 

compared to crops that can be 

harvested earlier like small grains, 

however advantages for using 

these large-rooted daikon-type 

roots are extensive! 

 Roots can grow to more 

than 3 ft deep in 60 days. 

 Deep roots help alleviate soil 

compaction. 

 Radishes deteriorate rapidly 

soon after winter kill, less 

residue to deal with during 

planting. 

 Decomposition of radishes 

releases nitrogen rapidly, 

giving a boots the following 

crop. 

 Full canopy cover happens in 

a little as 3 weeks, offering 

rapid soil protection. 

 Comparisons show signifi-

cant increase in corn and 

soybean yields following 

radishes compared to fallow 

ground.  

I am proud to announce I have accepted a  

position as District Biologist for Ramsey, Towner, 

and Benson counties. I have been working in 

some capacity in these counties since December 

of 2014 with Pheasants Forever and the NDASCD. 

My job duties will be to assist producers with 

voluntary USDA conservation programs, help 

with Conservation District duties and programs, 

and to provide technical assistance if there are 

any questions regarding conservation, wildlife, or 

wildlife habitat. I am originally from Oakes, North 

Dakota. I then attended Valley City State  

University where I graduated with a bachelor’s 

degree in biology and Wildlife and Fisheries  

Science in May of 2014. Things I like to do in my 

free time include Golf, fishing, hunting, or any 

outdoor activity 

really. I look 

forward to  

continuing to 

work in these 

offices with the 

producers and 

the districts to 

provide quality  

customer  

service towards  

conservation  

programs.  

Brandon can be reached at (701) 662-4088 ext. 3 

or his email at   

Brandon.D.Meyer@nd.nacdnet.net  

Welcome: Brandon Meyer 



Outdoor Heritage Fund 
Cost Share Opportunity For Wildlife,  

Farmstead, & Windbreak Tree Planting 

By: District Manager, Breanna DeMarais 

The Outdoor Heritage Fund: Tree Planting  

Assistance Program is available again to   

landowners. Practices available for cost share will 

include the tree planting design, machine planting, 

fabric application, and tree tubes.  

A landowner is eligible to receive a maximum grant 

award of $25,000.00. The Grant will be reimbursed 

to an eligible applicant at a cost share rate of 60% 

of total project cost. The remaining 40% of the total 

cost of the project must be contributed by the  

landowner. 

We encourage you to stop in our office before the 

above date  to start planning your tree planting  

site  for the spring of 2018. 
ECOLOGY EDUCATION DAY  

On September 12th 2017, the Ramsey County Soil Conservation and North Central Soil Conservation Districts hosted 

Ecology Education day (Eco-Ed) at Sullys Hill National Game Preserve.  In attendance was over 200 6th grade students 

from Benson and Ramsey County area.  At Eco-Ed the students learn about Soil Health, Water Quality, Wetlands,  

Wildlife, Insects, Native Grass & Prairie, and Woodlands.  Instructors for each station included staff from the U.S Fish 

and Wildlife Service, Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), and North Dakota State University (NDSU). This 

year we had a special guest, James Gerholdt, (pictured below) who brought his reptiles to show to the students.   

TRANSPLANT SHOCK AND DRAUGHT STRESS REGARDING TREES 

This past spring, we had a few site where Rocky Mt. Juniper and Eastern red-cedar are suffering from what appears to be 

transplant shock and drought stress. Michael Kangas, NDFS Nursery and State Forest Team Leader provided the following 

statement regarding drought stress. 

“With nearly 1 quarter of North Dakota experiencing ‘moderate drought’ and the remainder of the state observing  

abnormally dry conditions, recently planted trees may be suffering from drought stress. North Dakota Forest Service staff 

have observed moisture stress throughout the state; particularly in 

western North Dakota. Recently planted trees require adequate soil 

moisture for root systems to become established. Root system  

establishment can take 1 to 3 years depending on the soil type and  

species. During this establishment period, young trees and shrubs need 

frequent watering to prevent water stress. 

Landowners and homeowners are encouraged to give newly planted 

trees supplemental water. Generally, landscape trees require 1 gallon of 

water per day per inch of caliper (diameter of stem at the base of the 

tree). Conservation grade trees (shelterbelt plantings) should receive a 

gallon of water every 2 days while drought conditions persist. Two to 

three inches of wood chip mulch spread just beyond the drip line of the trees will also assist in soil moisture retention.”  

 



 

 SNOW MANAGEMENT  WITH TREES 
By: David Remmen 

 

North Dakota is notorious for high winds and blowing snow 

in the winter months. Planting trees on your property can 

help mitigate some of the effects of the wind and snow. 

Windbreaks can be designed to match certain objectives. 

Snow Control on Fields 

Snow can be a critical source of moisture for the upcoming 

planting season. Using windbreaks to control the snow cover 

and distribution within your fields can help capture this 

needed moisture. When designing a windbreak for snow 

distribution in fields we typically look at planting a single row 

of tall, deciduous trees that has a density of no more than 

40% and is also planted perpendicular to the prevailing  

winter winds.  

Living Snow Fence 

If your objective is to capture and store snow, planting trees 

can be the best and most cost effective way to do it.  

Compared to a slate-fence, a living snow fence offers greats 

snow capacity, less overall maintenance, and has a longer 

lifespan. Planted trees also offer benefits to wildlife,  

livestock, and soil while being aesthetically pleasing.  

Multi-species rows with a density of 50-60% offer great  

storage capacity and also add ecological diversity to the 

landscape. 

Farmstead/Feedlot Windbreaks 

Snow and wind mitigation in the winter months can be  

crucial to landowners in rural areas. Windbreaks around the  

farmstead or feedlot will help keep large amounts of snow 

out of the yard, lower heating cost in buildings, reduces  

animal stress, and lowers feed costs. These windbreaks  

typically consist of 4-6 rows of multi-species shrubs and 

trees. Mature stands often hold large amounts of snow 

which leads to needing proper draining to mitigate tree loss 

due to damage. 

Russian olive is native to southern Europe and 

western Asia and was introduced to North America in 

the late 1800s as a windbreak tree and an ornamental 

tree. Russian olive can tolerate a wide range of  

environmental conditions and tends to thrive where 

other trees struggle. It tolerates winds, flooding, 

drought, extreme temps, saline or alkaline soil  

conditions and competition from other trees and  

vegetation. They can become the dominant species in 

areas after invasion due to its adaptability, aggressive 

reproduction, and rapid growth rate. They quickly take 

over streambanks, lake shores, and prairies, choking 

out native vegetation of riparian habitat. With its ability 

to take over these streambanks and riparian areas, 

they could alter the natural flooding regime. It can 

grow in bare mineral soil sprouts suckers. Some states 

list the Russian olive as an invasive species as well as a 

noxious weed. Overall, areas dominated by the Russian 

olive do not represent a high concentration of wildlife.  

Management 

 To remove these Russian olive trees from an 

area is extremely difficult to do. One must use physical 

methods to cut back to a stump and then apply  

chemical in an attempt to stop new growth. They have 

large spread, deep roots that are difficult to completely 

remove or kill. Preventing seed production and new 

growth is the key to fighting this species. Burning 

should always be viewed as a suppression technique 

rather than a method for eradication. They tend to  

vigorously resprout after burning.  

            Alternative Species 

 

Saline Soils, Moderate 

- Silver Buffaloberry * 

-Seaberry 

-Caragana * 

-Golden Currant * 

-Silberberry 

-Green Ash * 

 

RUSSIAN OLIVE: The tree we 

need to stop planting! 

Droughty Soils  

(* belongs to both lists) 

-Chokecherry 

-Skunkbush Sumac 

-Hawthorn 

-Rocky Mountain Juniper 

-Ponderosa Pine 



Machine Tree Planting ………………………………………………………….………………………..………………….$25.00 / 100 feet 

Weed Control 

 Fabric Weed Barrier………………………………………………………………………………...…………………$60.00/ 100 feet 

  Staples………………………………………………………………………………………..………………….$0.15 / staple 

Tree Protectors Tubes 

 Tree Tube (includes 6’ stake)………………………………………………………………………….…………..$6.00 / tube 

 Cost to Install Tree Tubes………………………………………………………………………………….…..……$3.00 / tube 

 6’ Oak Stake …………………………………………………………..………………………………………...………..$2.25 / stake 

Trees (The order sheet can be found on our website at www.RamseyCountySoil.org) 

 Conservation size tree (12”-24”)...……………………………………………………………………..……….$2.25 / per tree 

 2-3 ft size tree……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$3.25 / per tree 

 3-4 ft size tree……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..$4.25 / per tree 

 Flags………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………....$0.20 / flag 

Grass Drill Seeding (Includes Operator and Fuel; Seed Mix is Separate)………………………….…… $30.00 / acre 

                      Plantings outside of Ramsey County may include a mileage fee. 

Cover Crop (Prices To Be Determined at the time of order) 

 

ASK ABOUT OUR OTHER SERVICES! 

 

ALL RATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. For more information about our services, please contact David Remmen or 

Breanna DeMarais at 701-662-4088 Ext.3 or stop by our office between the hours of 8:00am—4:30pm. 

 



 

Tree/Shrub Prices 

CG (12”-24”) : $2.25 

2’-3’ : $3.25 

3’ +  : $4.25 

Due to the perishable nature of live plants, variability 

in planting conditions and care the Ramsey County 

SCD expresses NO GUARANTEE for the survival and 

growth of any plant. 

Ramsey County Soil Conservation District : Tree Order Form 

A 50 % down payment is 

required with order. 

Trees must be paid in full 

at the time of pick up.  



Ramsey County  Soil  

Conservation District 

Office: (701)662-4088 ext.3 

Cell: (701)739-4120 

Tree Shed: (701)662-8114 

THE VERY EXISTENCE OF 

EVERY MAN, WOMAN, AND 

CHILD IN THE NATION IS 

DEPENDANT ON THE SOIL 

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB! 

www.ramseycountysoil.org 

Ramsey County SCD   

706 8th Ave SE, Suite #2                       

Devils Lake, ND 58301 
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Grand Forks 

Phone: 800-731-5765 

 

Phone: 701-662-5051 


